L esson 6

God has given gifts to each of you from his great variety of
spiritual gifts. Manage themwell so that God’ s generosity
can flow through you. (1 Peter 4:10, NLT)

There are different ways God works in our lives, but it is the same God who does
the work through all of us. A spiritual gift is given to each of us as a means of
helping the entire church. (1 Corinthians 12:6-7, NLT)

Warming up

1. Ever fet that you could do well in an endeavor if you were given the
chance—and you weren't given the opportunity? How did you feel?

2. Share atime with the group when you passed up an opportunity—and
cameto regret it. What, if anything, did you resolve to do next time?

Study
1. Read Exodus 4:1-2 (for background, read chapters 1-3).
2. How long had Moses used arod/staff? What changed it? What does

this say about God’ s power vs. ours? : .
3. Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:6-8; 1 Corinthians 12:4-7, 1 Peter 4:10) Come with us aswe explore what God’ s word has to say about your
a  God gives spiritual giftsto each believer (note that eveninthe 1 purposein thislife. Discover that you were made for this—

century many of those listed were non-miraculous).

/
b. What gift(s) do you possess? Unsure? Go to someone who . . . .
knows you and ask what they see. Relationship with God (worship)
4. Heart’sDesire (Psam 37:4)
a Which ministry/iesfill you with passion? A community of faith (fellowship)

b. What do you enjoy doing? Look at back at what you have donein
the past and where you experienced the greatest joy in service.

5. Abilities (Exodus 31:3-6, al of chapter 35—ability or sKills) |mpacting theworld through theimigation of Christ

a  What's the difference between ability and spiritual gifts? (discipleship)
b. What abilities had Moses' developed before God called him?
6. Personality (Numbers 12:3) Serving otherslike Jesus (servanthood)

a What kind of personality do you possess?
b. How can that be used in the kingdom of God?

7. Experiences (Romans 8:28; 1 Corinthians 1:4)
a. How have you been shaped by your experiences?
b. How did Moses' experiences shape him for God' s service?

Succeeding by reaching out to others (proclamation)

Summing it all up
1. Evauating how I’ve been SH.A.P.E."d by God, | should do this...
2. Inorder to more effectively service | should do this...

8 ! g ol % " g



Table of Contents

Lesson 1: Relationship with God.......................

Lesson 2: Relationship in a Community of Believers..........

Lesson 3: Impacting the World by Imitating Christ.
Lesson 4: MakeMeaServant.............ooveuvennn ..
Lesson 5: Welcoming People Home (Proclamation)

DaVinci’s“Viturvian Man” (1492)
and the hands from Michelangelo’s
“Creation of Adam” (1508-1512)
are used throughout this series as
graphic reminders that we were
“fearfully and wonderfully made”
(Psalm 139:14) by our Creator.
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Lesson 5

Peter and his brother Andrew were simple fishermen
until Jesus walked by and invited them to “follow me.”
Their lives, like all who answer and pursue that call,
were altered from that time forward. Decades later,
when some others who are wondering about how to
live according to that call, Peter saysit is still found in
following Jesus (Matthew 4:18-22; 1 Peter 2:21-25).
How have you answered Jesus' call to “follow me”’?

Warming up

1. Haveyou ever really been lost? How did you find your way home?
How did it feel to “get back home”?

2. If you're a Christian, who helped lead you to Christ? If you wandered
away, who sought you out and brought you back home?

Study (Luke 15)

1. Therearethreelost thingsin these three stories. What are they and
how did they become “lost” ?

2. How did they come home? What isthe response to their return?

3. What do these three stories say about the efforts of believersto help
people come home?

4. Who can return? (note the calling of Levi/Matthew in Mark 2:13-17)

5. (Context!) Read Luke 14:25-35. Aretheseinstructions for thelost or
for the saved? Non-believers or believers? What do they mean?
Now read L uke 15:1-2; to whom does Jesus speak these parables?

Of those found in 15:1-2, which group corresponds to 15:25-327
What is the older brother’s problem? How does this relate to what
Jesus said at other times (See Luke 10:25-37; 18:9-14; John 8:3-11)
9. How can believerstoday act like the older brother?
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10. What do the shepherd, the woman and the father have in common?
11. Look at why Jesus' came (Luke 19:10) and what he was willing to do
to seek the lost (Philippians 2:3-8).

Summing it all up

1. Lost people matter to God—do they matter to us?

2. If lost people matter to us like they do to Jesus, what do you anticipate
happening to our church? (To you?)

3.  What does it mean when we don’t know the name of everyonein the
church? What do we lose? What do we gain?
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Lesson 4

Throughout the ages great empires have been
associated with various symbols. The Greeks had the
Acropolis, Romans the Forum, Venetians have their
Lion, and America her bald eagle.

The symbols of Christianity form a striking contrast.
For Christ’sfollowers' symbols are the crossand a
water basin with towel. Not symbols of personal glory or power but of
sacrifice and service.
The Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve,
and to give hislife asa ransomfor many. (Mark 10:45)

Warming up

1. Recount atime when you have had to prepare and wait for an
opportunity to do something (job, team, club activity, etc.). How did it
feel when you were forced to wait?

2. Share with the group some experiences that may not have been
pleasant but have ultimately prepared you for life.

Study

1. Whatisyour initia reaction to reading John 13:1-5? Upon further
reflection, what does this say about following Jesus?

2. What was Jesus' view of being a servant (note Mark 10:45 above)? If
thisis such aclear concept, why do some people find it so difficult?
What challenges you most?

3. After reading Ephesians 4:1-16 (& 1 Corinthians 12:4-7), what is your
conclusion about how God worksin your life? How does he work in
the lives of others? How does he work in or through people?

4. What doesit mean to you that you were chosen to be a part of God's
family (Ephesians 2:19)? Why did God put you in his family? How
are you building up the family of God?

5. What isthe significance of your being chosen to become like Jesus
(Ephesians 4:15-16)? How is this happening in your life?

Summing it all up
Look at Romans 12:6-8. How has God gifted you? How are you using
your gift(s) today (Ephesians 4:16)?

Everybody can be great. Because anybody can serve. You don’'t have to have a
college degree to serve. You don’t have to make your subject and your verb agree
to serve... You only need a heart full of grace. A soul generated by love.

—Martin Luther King, Jr.
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Lesson 1

Y ou were made for a purpose; as a Christian you
should know that you were chosen by God to
declare his praise (1 Peter 2:9) and to live alife
worthy of this calling (Ephesians 4:1).

From the very beginning it was God'’ s intention to
enjoy arelationship with all of mankind, including you. God created us;
we are called to worship him (Psalm 100:3; John 1:3; Revelation 14.7).

Warming up
1. When think of worship | think of...
2. What does it mean to “worship” someone or something?

Study

1. Read Romans 12:1-2 from a number of trandations. How does the
symbol of a“living sacrifice” relate worship to your daily life? What
is supposed to be happening in our daily lives?

2. Ecclesiastes 12:13 considers the “whole [duty] of man.” How does
this relate to worship? When you read Hebrews 13:15-16, isthis
limited to what happensin an assembly? Where should this happen?

3. How does Paul re-frame the actions of slavesin Colossians 3:23-24?
How isthis applied to our personal lives today?

4. Although assemblies, and what we normally associate with them, are
rarely (if ever) described as “worship” in the New Testament, worship
does take place in this context. Look at the description of the
Jerusalem church in Acts 2:42-47. What happened when they came
together?

5. When the early church came together, what does 1 Corinthians 14:12
& 26 reveal about their purpose?

6. Considering what isrevealed in Acts 2 and 1 Corinthians 14, where
are we to focus when we assembl e to worship? What does this say
about the relationship between loving God and loving others (1 John
4:20).

Summingit all up

Some say “worshipisaverb.” How are you acting on this purpose?
What are some specific life situations where you find it challenging to
think of what you do as “worship” to God? What can you do this week to
address that concern?
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Lesson 2

From the beginning, we were created with a need for
community (Genesis 2:18). Perhaps the best
summation of man’srelational needsis Jesus
statement concerning the greatest commandment:
love God and love others (Matthew 22:37-39).

Warming up

1. Growing up, who was/were your best friend(s)? What experiences or
interests caused the bond of friendship to grow?

2. What isthe problem with the mythical American rugged individualist?

Study

1. Inhissermon Joe stated that the concept of areligious hermit, of
taking a vow to separate oneself from others so one could pursue God
full-time was “incongruent and inconceivable” if Jesusis used as our
model for life. Do you agree or disagree? Why?

2. How does Ephesians 4:1-6 relate to the idea of “doing life together” ?
3. What does “doing life together” mean to you? Look at Ecclesiastes
4:9-10—how does thisillustrate this concept?

4. AsChrigtians we are all members of the body of Christ (1 Corinthians
12:27). Why use the image of a“body” to describe believers? What
does this say about our need for relationship and what they are to
accomplish?

5. The Jerusalem church quickly became a“functioning” body (Acts
2:42). How does your group contribute to the functioning of the
body?

6. Asacommunity of believers, the first Christians cared for one another
(Acts 2:42-47). How does being a part of acommunity help prevent
one from becoming selfish and self-centered?

7. AsChristians we are called to holiness (1 Peter 1:15-16)—how is that

process enhanced within the context of a community of believers?

Name some times when Jesus confronted his disciples.

What does Galatians 6:1-2 reveal about this process? Isit about

egotism or concern? What's the difference?

© ®©

Summing it all up
1. Who needs you to lift them up this week? How can you do that?
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Lesson 3

It has now been 2000 years and Jesus impact, and the

influence he continues to exert, cannot be denied. His

followers (disciples) are called to be light and salt,

world-changers, just like their master (Matt. 5:13-16).

How do you make a difference in thisworld? Follow

the Creator of the world’ s example (who later cameto livein it, John 1).

Warming up
1. Nameoneof Jesus characteristics you wish were more evident in
your life.

2. Which of the following is most effective in helping one grow to be
more like Jesus? a) Prayer b) Study c) Serving d) Adversity €) Other

Study

1. Read Matthew 28:18-20 and note the emphasis on making disciples.
Why this emphasis on teaching? How does this trandate into daily
living?

2. Compare Ephesians 5:1 (& Romans 8:29) with Titus 1:16. Paul says
we are either controlled by sin or we have the Spirit of Christ living in
us (Romans 8:5-11). What do our actions say about what we believe?

3. AsChrigtianswe are called to “resist” the world (Ephesians 4:1-3, 17-
29; Colossians 3:5, 8). What are we to resist? Why does it so often
prove difficult? What have you had to resist in the past week/month?

4. Rather than simply saying “no” (Colossians 2:21), followers of Jesus
areto start thinking in a new way (Philippians 2:3-5). How does that
enable one to resist?

5. Doesthe Spirit of Christ empower usto change or isit a matter of the
will (Romans 8)? How has Christ’s Spirit empowered you?

6. What doesit mean to “dieto sin” (Romans 6:1-14)? What does Paul
say dies when we are baptized with Christ? How doesit die? What
replacesit?

7.  Whichis more difficult? &) Dying to sin b) Resurrection to new life

Summing it all up

1. Looking at Ephesians 4:17-5:21, who are we to resemble in our
conduct? What are some specific ways thisis demonstrated?

2. What does Colossians 3:16 reveal can help this process?

5



