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Community Groups Renewal





A series of lessons designed to prepare members for the Renewal process.


A reminder of the purpose and design of Grand Central’s Community Groups.








Getting Started


Records of the earliest days of the church, found in the book of Acts, reveal a group of believers who were involved and sustained by a community of faith.  The Greek word most often used is “koinonia” which means fellowship but is much broader than our usual understanding of the term.





#1, When we speak of “fellowship” what do you most often picture?





#2, Share a time when you saw people acting like a “community”








In the Word (Acts 2:42-47)





Read 2:42-43.  How do each of the actions mentioned in 2:42 				            contribute to the building of a community of faith?





How did this contribute to the early church’s sense of identity?


How did this contribute to their sense of purpose and/or direction?


Do you think the “awe” was only the result of the miracles?  Why?





Read 2:44-45.  





How would you explain the phrase, “had everything in common”?  


What motivated them to sell “their possessions and goods”?


What “needs” would have existed at that time?  Why?





Read 2:46-47.  





Why do you think they would meet in the Temple Courts?  Does this relate to the list in 2:42?


Why did they meet in their homes?  Does this relate to the list in 2:42?


What were the results of their spending this time together?





Application





     In addition to “Helping people find Jesus” and “Helping believers become disciples,” are intentionally designed to “Edify and Encourage” and “Build Relationships.” 





How can your Community Group better incorporate the items listed in Acts 2:42?  How would emphasizing these items help in terms of edifying, encouraging, and building up healthy, helping relationships?





How can you and your Community Group help reach out to those in need, specifically the needs for edifying and encouraging?





Looking at the description of their time together, how do you think this facilitated the building of relationships?  How could you and your Community Group help initiate and building similar relationships with others?  Can you think of any concrete actions or suggestions?





Community Groups Evaluation 





   Many have already completed an evaluation of the Community Groups.  These can be done online (link on the home page beneath the GCCG logo) or your leader should be able to provide you with a sheet.  


   Spiritual growth should be taking place in the context of Community Groups.  Honest evaluations can help in the continued growth and development of this ministry. 
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