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LESSON 


objectives

1. To aid Christians in recognizing Jesus Christ as the source of both salvation and the power for living the Christian life
2. To challenge Christians to develop relationships with other believers to mutually enhance spiritual growth 
3. To remind believers of the commitment they have made to Christ and to display their spiritual strength in God’s grace
4. To challenge all to dedicate their lives to be lived for the noble purpose(s) they have been called to in Christ Jesus

5. To caution believers to be sure their goal is not to win arguments but souls for the kingdom—this is done through the exhibition of the right spirit

getting started
1. If you were trying to explain to another person your source of spiritual strength which of the following would you mention first?  Second?  
(a) Prayer

(b) Fellowship

(c) Study

(d) Worship

(e) Service to others

(f) Others?

2. Share with the group a time when you believed you were involved in a “noble purpose”—something that really helped others and/or advanced the kingdom of God.  
3. How did you feel while you were involved?  How did you feel after it was over? 
make good alliances
1. Look at 1 Timothy 1:15-18, 2:16-19 and 4:10.  How did Paul describe the actions of those whom he lists here?  
a. Who are these people (believers, non-believers, friends, acquaintances, what?)?

b. How would you feel if you were in Paul’s situation?  What do his words reveal about how he felt?
c. What other words would you use to describe the actions of those who had deserted Paul?

d. Have you ever felt this way?  Why did the actions of others affect you in this way?
2. Though he had been deserted by many, Paul also knew what it was to have a faithful friend.  Look over 1 Timothy 1:16-18 and 4:9 & 11.
a. Some seem to have been ashamed of Paul because he was imprisoned; what was the reaction of Onesiphorus?  
b. Consider the stories about “lost things” in Luke 15: In what way Onesiphorus like the heroes of those stories?
c. How do you react to those who go out of their way to care for you?  What would keep someone from being willing to make the same kind of effort as that of Onesiphorus?

remember your goal
1. Paul’s words to Timothy, as recorded in 2 Timothy 2:1-7, are a reminder of what it means to become a Christian.
a. Paul calls on Timothy to be “strong” in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.  How does this compare with his words in 1:6-8?  

b. What does Paul say about the Christian life in 2:3?  What is so “hard” about it?
2. Paul compares Christianity to four different professions.  What do you think each one teaches us about living as Christians?

a. Soldier-

b. Athlete-

c. Farmer-

become indispensable
1. Read over 2 Timothy 2:14-15 and 20-26.  What does it mean to be one who is “approved”?  

2. How does this relate to the study of God’s word?  If we believe Bible study has the power to change us, why do so many talk about it more than they actually do it?
3. Read over 2 Timothy 2:20-22.  
4. What articles, in your home, do you consider to be of ignoble purpose?  
5. Which are those of “noble purpose”?
6. How can we become a purpose of “noble purpose”?  

living it
1. Paul knew Timothy needed to change some things in his life—so he calls on him to be “strong” not “timid.”  In what areas of your life have you been timid?

2. If you are not already doing so, why not begin now to study God’s word on a regular basis—since it has the power to shape up to be used for a noble purpose.  In what noble purpose would you like to become more involved?  

3. Look again at 2 Timothy 2:14-26.  Is Paul more concerned about winning arguments or winning souls (helping people escape the traps of the devil)?  

4. Examine your efforts to reach out to others—which has been your primary goal?  How can you become more effective and productive? 

5. Pray for boldness this week!
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LESSON FOUR:  SURVIVOR


how to survive and thrive         2 timothy 1:15-2:7; 14-26











 . . Bilney was the instrument whereby God called me to knowledge. For I may thank him, next to God, for that knowledge that I have in the word of God. I was as obstinate a Papist as any in England; insomuch that when I should be made bachelor of divinity, my whole oration went against Philip Melancthon, and against his opinions. Bilney heard me at that time, and perceived that I was zealous without knowledge, and came to me afterwards in my study, and desired me, for God's sake, to hear his confession. I did so: and, to tell the truth, by his confession I learned more than I had in all my years of study. So from that time forward I began to smell [the sweet savor of] the word of God. . . . " 	            


	—Hugh Latimer (English Reformer)





(When Bilney was burned at the stake he was heard to cry, “Jesus! Credo!”








